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Promoting Excellent and Responsible Research

Objectives :

Å Sharing research & innovation strategies and roadmaps to create directional and
interdisciplinary critical mass, to be more effective and create impact for
society .

Å Create new research strands involving multidisciplinary research groups from
both Widening and leading HEIs.

Å Organize joint workshops to define new research activities and develop new
research proposals (including Horizon Europe proposals) .



1) Establishment of 
SCWG

Å Based on societal
challenges and solutions
affecting peripheral areas .

Å Composed by researchers,
entrepreneurs, relevant
organizations from EXPER
and other European
organizations .

2) Action Plans 3) Transversal skills

Å Identification of new
research strands .

Å Preparation of joint
research projects under
Horizon Europe .

Å Organization of summer
schools , seminars and
conferences .

Å Open Science practices.

Å Research data 
management in Horizon 
Europe projects. 

Å Connect researchers with 
the society (responsible 
research and scientific 
education).



The groups were established based on:

1. The EU Missions in Horizon Europe .
2. Adapted to the Canary Islands and Azores

RIS3.
3. Contributions to the Sustainable Development

Goals (SDG) and solutions to societal challenges
affecting peripheral areas .

4. The challenges of the ULPGC and UAC
surrounding ecosystems identified .

The ẌSocietal Challenges W orking Gɶɐʔɳɾ ṵñ>ğgṶẍ



Based on these challenges, two working groups are established and composed by 
multidisciplinary and multiregional teams :

The ẌSocietal Challenges W orking Gɶɐʔɳɾ ṵñ>ğgṶẍ



Chairs : 
Å UAC : Joana Barcelos e Ramos (IITAA -

Institute of Agricultural and 
Environmental Research and Technology)

Å ULPGC : Leví Aday García Romero 
(Institute of Oceanography and Global 
Change IOCAG ULPGC)

SCWG1 ṾAdaptation to Climate Change

Chairs : 
Å UAC : Andrea Zita Botelho (CIBIO -A -

Research Center for Biodiversity and 
Genetic Resources ṾAzores)

Å ULPGC : Rodrigo Riera Elena (BIOCON 
(Biodiversity and Conservation) IU -
ECOAQUA ULPGC)

SCWG2 ṾRestore our Oceans and Waters

Working groups roles and management

Facilitators :
ULPGC and UAC EXPER staff

Å Tanausú Dávila
Å Emanuel Mecha

WP4 coordinator
ITC EXPER staff

Å Dayana Martín
Å Lucia Dobarro

Members
Å EXPER beneficiaries
Å Other members



SCWGs action plans

Common objectives and actions:

Å O1 Management : Successful development of the SCWG management

tasks to achieve goals within the set scope, time, quality and budget

specifications ;

Å O2 Focusing : Selecting key research fields and subjects related with the

SCWG;

Å O3 Networking : Establishment of networks between the ORs and

external actors to build consortia on the SCWG;

Å O4 Implementation : fostering the participation of OR's organizations in

European R&D&I programmes in the area of the SCWG;

Å O5 Dissemination : Disseminating SCWG1/ SCWG2 activities .



The EXPER 
Societal Challenge Working 

Groups (SCWGs)



CHAIRS:

Dr. Leví Aday García Romero Institute of

Oceanography and Global Change,

IOCAG) University of Las Palmas de

Gran Canaria (Spain)

Dr. Joana Barcelos e Ramos 

IITAA - Institute of Agricultural and 

Environmental Research and Technology

University of Azores (Portugal)



Keeling, since 1958

May 2023

ENA Eastern
NorthAtlantic
Graciosa Arm
Facility

Measurements in the Azores

EU Mission & SCWG1. Adaptation to Climate Change in the Blue and/or 
Circular Economy



ÅSallie W. Chisholm,

(2000). Oceanography:

Stirring times in the

Southern Ocean. Nature

407, 685-687.

Open ocean Ṿ
Joana Barcelos e Ramos



Beuttler C, Charles L and Wurzbacher J (2019) The Role of Direct Air Capture in Mitigation of

Anthropogenic Greenhouse Gas Emissions. Front. Clim. 1:10. doi: 10.3389/fclim.2019.00010

EU Mission & SCWG1. Adaptation to Climate Change in the Blue and/or 
Circular Economy



ÅFrom the communities into the lab

https://www.geomar.de/en/news/article/using -
slaked - lime - to - fight -climate -change



EU Mission & SCWG1. Adaptation to Climate Change in the Blue and/or 
Circular Economy

Coastal environmental impacts ṾLeví García Romero

Å Coastal environmental impacts produced by urban-touristic building



EU Mission & SCWG1. Adaptation to Climate Change in the Blue and/or 
Circular Economy

Å Beach services

Å SLR and increased frequency of storms in the Canary Islands



EU Mission & SCWG1. Adaptation to Climate Change in the Blue and/or 
Circular Economy

Å From GEOTIGMA research group (IOCAG, ULPGC)



Priorities

EU Mission & SCWG1. Adaptation to Climate Change in the Blue and/or 
Circular Economy

Adaptation to climate change involves strategies and
practices aimed at reducing vulnerability to the
impacts of climate change on ocean and coastal
ecosystems and communities . These include
measures to mitigate and adapt to the effects of :

Å Sea level rise
Å Ocean acidification
Å Increased frequency of extreme weather events
Å Change in marine biodiversity



EU Mission & SCWG1. Adaptation to Climate Change 
in the Blue and/or Circular Economy

Priority research strands

Biodiversity conservation and protection

Environmental impacts

Sustainable environmental policy and governance

Sustainable land and sea use planning and ecosystem services

Strengthen them and keep them healthy to climate change. 

Detect the main environmental impacts, analyse, control and reduce them.

An innovative approach to the governance of the seas and coastal areas that facilitates the management. 

Detect and value ecosystem services (benefit that natural ecosystems provide to people) for sustainable 

land-sea planning.



Å Priority Research strands

EU Mission & SCWG1. Adaptation to Climate Change in the Blue and/or 
Circular Economy



EU Mission & SCWG1. Adaptation to Climate Change 
in the Blue and/or Circular Economy

Secondary research strands

Green infrastructures (GI)

Education and raising awareness (ERA)

Coastal and Marine Socio-ecological systems (CMSES)

New tools, techniques and technology for the marine and coastal socio-environmental 

management (TTT for MCSM)

Strategies for adaptative management (S for AM)

Deepen and reinforce priority research strands



EU Mission & SCWG1. Adaptation to Climate Change 
in the Blue and/or Circular Economy

Priority research strands

Biodiversity conservation and protection

Environmental impacts

Sustainable environmental policy and governance

Sustainable land and sea use planning and ecosystem services

Strengthen them and keep them healthy to climate change. 

Detect the main environmental impacts, analyse, control and reduce them.

An innovative approach to the governance of the seas and coastal areas that facilitates the management. 

Detect and value ecosystem services (benefit that natural ecosystems provide to people) for sustainable 

land-sea planning.
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GUEST SPEAKER:

Mr. Manuel Amorim

Sustain Azores 



1. Sustain Azores

2. Projects

3. Our role and contributions



Who are we?

Hyperlocal
A resilient team adapted to the Azores ecosystem

Systemic

Team from different geographic points and multidisciplinary

Collaborative

Works with organizations of all sizes, in the public, private and

associative sectors

Agroecology | Communicacion | Economy | Graphic design | Landscaping | Management | Marketing | Public Policies for Sustainability

Joana Jaime Marco

Rita C. Manuel

Rita B.

Laura



First organization in the Azores to obtain

BCorp certification

Founding members of

AESA ïAssociação Empresarial para a Sustentabilidade dos Açores

Who are we ?

Founding members of

Cluster Açores of GRACE



What do we do?

TRAINING

Ẅ Change agent

Ẅ Sustainability Literacy

Ẅ Regulation and Markets

Ẅ Solutions for Governments, 

Authorities, companies, NGOs and

IPSS

COMMUNICATION AND EVENTS

Ẅ Conscious and purposeful events

Ẅ Green/socialwashing prevention

Ẅ Dynamics of active participation, co-

creation and interactivity

CONSULTANCY

Ẅ Materiality analysis and reporting

Ẅ Value chain and stakeholders

Ẅ Coaching and personal development

Ẅ Born again vision and strategy

We support our partners in the transition to more sustainable and resilient

management and governance models.

We collaborate today so that together we can have a better tomorrow .



What do we do?
2030 Agenda and the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs)

17 SDG 169 metas 230 indicators

COP 21 (Conference of the Parties on

CC)

Paris Agreement

Signed by 195 world leaders



2019



Regulamento (UE) 2020/852 do Parlamento Europeu e do Conselho de 18 de junho de 2020 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/PT/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32020R0852


Partners e Projects



Subject areas :

Å Climate changes

Å Marine Protected Areas

Å Blue Economy and Blue Finance

Å Marine services and resources

Å Fishing and seafood products

Å Plastic and marine litter

Å Blue Tourism

Bluefest website

https://bluefest.pt/
https://bluefest.pt/


What can we
offer

Our role and
contribution



New sustainable business and production models for farmers and rural communities

Revitalising Rural Communities Through Future-Fit Models for Producers and Businesses in the

Vine-to-Wine Value Chain

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage


Vine2Wine workflow chart, displayingWP progressionfrom evidencebuildingto upscalingandreplication

New sustainable business and production models for farmers and rural communities

Revitalising Rural Communities Through Future-Fit Models for Producers and Businesses in the

Vine-to-Wine Value Chain

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2024-communities-02-2-two-stage


EU Taxonomy Navigator

Do
No
Significant
Harm

https://ec.europa.eu/sustainable-finance-taxonomy/home
https://ec.europa.eu/sustainable-finance-taxonomy/home
https://ec.europa.eu/sustainable-finance-taxonomy/home


Thank you
for your attention !

manuelamorim@sustainazores.com

frontdesk@sustainazores.com

sustainazores.com



CHAIRS:

Dr. Rodrigo Riera Elena 

BIOCON (Biodiversity and 

Conservation) IU-ECOAQUA University 

of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (Spain)

Dr. Andrea Zita Botelho 

(CIBIO-A - Research Center for 

Biodiversity and Genetic Resources. 

University of Azores (Portugal)



EU Mission & SCWG2. Restore our Ocean and Waters 
in the Blue and/or Circular Economy

Priority research strands

Climate Change Adaptation and Resilience

Marine Spatial Planning

Sustainable Fisheries Management/Aquaculture

Marine Biodiversity Conservation

Develop adaptation strategies to enhance the resilience of marine habitats and species (restoring habitats, ecosystem-based 

adaptation approaches and Nature based solutions)

Identify areas of ecological importance, establish marine corridors and connectivity networks (MPAs, EBSMA) 

Management practices to ensure the long-term health and productivity of fish stocks while minimizing 

negative impacts on marine ecosystems and coastal communities.

Develop strategies and actions to protect and conserve marine biodiversity (species-specific measures, biotech innov).

Marine Pollution Prevention and Control

Implement measures to improve waste management - recycling and circular economy initiatives



Transversal topics

Policy and Governance (PG)

Education and raising awareness (ERA)

International Cooperation and Partnerships(ICP)

Scientific Research and Monitoring (SRM)

Community Engagement and Empowerment (CEE)

priority research strands

EU Mission & SCWG2. Restore our Ocean and Waters 
in the Blue and/or Circular Economy



EU Mission & SCWG2. Restore our Ocean and Waters 
in the Blue and/or Circular Economy

Priority research strands

Climate Change Adaptation and Resilience

Marine Spatial Planning

Sustainable Fisheries Management/Aquaculture

Marine Biodiversity Conservation

Develop adaptation strategies to enhance the resilience of marine habitats and species (restoring habitats, ecosystem-based 

adaptation approaches and Nature based solutions)

Identify areas of ecological importance, establish marine corridors and connectivity networks (MPAs, EBSMA) 

Management practices to ensure the long-term health and productivity of fish stocks while minimizing 

negative impacts on marine ecosystems and coastal communities.

Develop strategies and actions to protect and conserve marine biodiversity (species-specific measures, biotech innov).

Marine Pollution Prevention and Control

Implement measures to improve waste management - recycling and circular economy initiatives
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Research projects

Enhancing Marine Biodiversity Conservation Through Genomic Innovations

Integrated CoastalZoneManagementfor ClimateResilience

Empowering Coastal Communities Through Citizen Science

AI-Driven Monitoring and Modelling for Biodiversity and sustainable Fisheries Management

InterdisciplinaryStrategiesfor ClimateChangeMitigation and Reversibility

Topics

EU Mission & SCWG2. Restore our Ocean and Waters 
in the Blue and/or Circular Economy



GUEST SPEAKER:

Dr. Jelena H. Pantel. 

University of Franche-Comté 

(France)






